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SUBJECT: GUATEMALAN EARTHQUAKE: SURE ENOUGH. WE’RE TO BLAME 

1 . SEMI-OFFICIAL EL NACIONAL FEB. 9 RAN BOTH AN EDITORIAL 
AND AN OP-ED COLUMN SUGGESTING U.S. RESPONSIBILITY. IN ONE 
WAY OR ANOTHER, FOR DISASTER IN GUATEMALA. 

2. EDITORIAL ARGUED THAT HELP FROM INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. 
ESPECIALLY WEALTHY NATIONS, WAS A "DUTY" RATHER THAN AN 
EXPRESSION OF GENEROSITY. DISASTER WAS NOT MERELY WORK OF 
NATURE: AS IN BANGLADESH FLOODS AND AFRICAN DROUGHTS, EFFECTS 
WERE MULTIPLIED BY POVERTY AND RESULTS FAR MORE GRIEVIOUS 
THAN EVER WOULD HAVE BEEN THE CASE IN WEALTHY COUNTRIES. 

THUS AID TO GUATEMALA HAS TO BE VIEWED AS DUTY OF DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES. IN SAME SPIRIT AS DISARMAMENT AND DEVELOPMENTAL 
COOPERATION (AND IN CONTRASTS TO OBSCENE EXPENDITURES ON 
ARMS AND ON MAINTAINING POLITICAL HEGEMONIES). 

3. AND BY THE WAY, SAYS NACIONAL, ARGUMENT THAT 

NATURE IS SOLELY RESPONSIBLE LOOKS DOUBLY DUBIOUS IN LIGHT 
OF REPEATED UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR TESTS. NO ONE HAS EVER 
BEEN ABLE TO DENY CATEGORICALLY THAT THESE TESTS ALTER 
GEOLOGY AND CLIMATE, WHILE ON THE OTHER HAND "MANY 
AUTHORITATIVE SPOKESMEN" HAVE WARNED OF SUCH EFFECTS. 
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4. NACIONAL COLUMNIST JOSE ROSSO, MEANWHILE - ALTHOUGH 
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SATISFIED THAT THE SAN DREAS FAULT WAS THE CAUSE OF THE 
QUAKE - ALSO ARGUES LINE THAT GUATEMALA HAS SUFFERED SO 
SEVERLY BECAUSE OUTSIDERS HISTORICALLY KEPT IT POOR AND 
WEAK. ROSSO ASSERTS THAT. AFTER HAVING "SUCKED THE 
BLOOD OF THE NOBLE GUATEMALAN PEOPLE FOR SO LONG", THE 
TRANSNATIONAL FRUIT COMPANIES ARE NOWHERE TO BE SEEN AMONG 
THOSE AIDING THE QUAKE'S VICTIMS. HE WARNS FINALLY THAT 
MEXICO TOO COULD SUFFER FROM SAN ADREAS SLIPPAGE AND COULD 
EXPECT NO HELP FROM TRANSNATIONALS WHICH HAVE TAKEN SO MUCH 
OF ITS WEALTH. 

JOVA 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, FOREIGN RELATIONS, EARTHQUAKES, NUCLEAR TESTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976MEXICO01677 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760049-0705 
From: MEXICO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760268/aaaachug.tel 

Line Count: 72 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 SEP 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <03 SEP 2004 by meiwc>; APPROVED <09 SEP 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GUATEMALAN EARTHQUAKE: SURE ENOUGH, WE'RE TO BLAME 
TAGS: PFOR, MX, GT, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



